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Sunday 24th December 2023 
	
	
This	Sunday	24th	December:	
Morning	Prayer	in	St.	Patrick’s	10am	&	St.	Andrew’s	11.30am	
Holy	Communion	11pm	
	
Christmas	Day	–	Christmas	Celebration	St.	Patrick’s	10am	
Holy	Communion	St.	Andrew’s	10am	
	

Next	Sunday	31st	December:	
Morning	Prayer	in	St.	Patrick’s	10am	&	St.	Andrew’s	11.30am	
Holy	Communion	11pm	
	
Sunday	7th	January	2024:	Holy	Communion	10am	&	St.	Andrew’s	11.30am	
	
Sunday	morning	prayer!		
What	better	way	to	settle	ourselves	before	the	Sunday	morning	service	
than	to	take	10	minutes	in	stillness	and	prayer.	You	are	welcome	to	join	
us	in	the	Side	Chapel	from	around	9.40am	so	please	feel	free	to	slip	in	
during	that	time.	We	will	aim	to	be	in	our	seats	by	9.55pm.		-		Thanks.	

		
No	Parish	Prayers	until	January	

 	
**	No	Wednesday	Communion	until	10th	January	**	 				

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

	
ADVENT	PRAYER	POINTS,	December	2023	

	
								On	Jordan’s	bank	the	Baptist’s	cry	announces	that	the	Lord	is	nigh….*	
	

In	this	season	of	busy	preparations	of	food,	decorations	and	gifts	for	our	
celebration	of	Jesus’	birth,	let	us	still	make	time	to	pray	for:	
	

Prepared	hearts:	we	pray	for	ourselves	in	the	words	of	the	Carol	writer*	
Then	cleansed	be	every	heart	from	sin,		
make	straight	the	way	for	God	within.	
Prepare	we	in	our	hearts	a	home	
where	such	a	mighty	guest	may	come.			
A	prepared	church:	let	us	pray	as	we	decorate	each	church	with	flowers,	trees	
and	candles,	that	the	scene	will	be	set	to	welcome	all	who	come	to	our	Advent	
and	Christmas	services.	Pray	for	our	clergy	in	this	busy	season	of	ministry	and	
that	every	time	we	meet	together,	we	may	sense	and	be	blessed	by	God’s	
presence	among	us.		
	

Our	community:	continue	to	pray	for	those	affected	by	the	economic	
downturn	which	is	making	Christmas	even	more	expensive	this	year.	Pray	that	
people	will	be	able	to	resist	the	commercial	pressure	and	discover	rather	the	
true	meaning	and	values	of	the	season.		
	

Our	World:	faced	with	so	much	trouble	worldwide,	and	now	in	the	very	land	
into	which	Jesus	was	born,	we	continue	to	pray	for	peace,	safe	return	of	all	
the	hostages	and	for	aid	to	reach	the	distressed.	We	also	remember	Christians	
in	all	these	situations	as	they	celebrate	Christmas.	May	your	presence	bring	
comfort	and	hope	into	their	lives.		
	

Our	Mission	Partners:	we	pray	that	God	will	bless	and	refresh	each	member	
of	the	Watson	and	Creighton	families	as	they	celebrate	Christmas	and	enjoy	
family	time	together.	And	we	welcome	Walter	and	Claire	back	again,	praying	
they	too	know	blessing	and	refreshment	as	they	celebrate	at	home	with	us.		
	

All	praise,	eternal	Son,	to	thee,	whose	advent	doth	thy	people	free;		
Whom,	with	the	Father,	we	adore,	and	Holy	Ghost	for	evermore		
*(from	the	Christmas	carol	by	Charles	Coffin,	based	on	Luke	3:	1-18)	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Foodbank	Notice	
	
The	Ballysally	Foodbank	will	be	closed	during	Christmas	week,	so	users	will	be	
allowed	double	quantities	the	week	before.	Sunday	17th	December	will	therefore	
be	the	last	collection	for	2023.	As	ever,	your	support	has	been	invaluable	for	many	
families,	and	is	even	more	appreciated	at	this	time	of	year.	
I	would	also	like	to	thank	all	those	who	have	willingly	given	of	their	time	to	help	
deliver	the	foodboxes	to	the	Building	Ballysally	Together	hub.	If	you	would	like	to	
be	involved	by	taking	boxes	after	church	and	delivering	them	to	the	hub	on	
Mondays	between	10-2pm	on	a	rota	basis,	please	speak	to	me	or	Laverne	in	the	
office.	
Barry	Mitchell	
	
	

Parish	office:	St.	Andrew’s	Church,	Hazeldene	Drive,	Ballysally.	
**The	office	will	be	closed	**	

from	Monday	25th	December	reopening	Monday	8th	January	
If	there	is	a	pastoral	emergency	please	contact	

Rev.	Malcolm	Ferry	028	7083	2538	
	
	
	
	

                 	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    Friday 1
st

 December              7.30pm  Counterpoint Christmas Concert  

 

   Saturday 9
th

 December      from 10.30am        Restored Coffee, Craft & Bric a brac  

 

   Tuesday 12
th

 December  6.30pm  St. Andrew’s Carol Service   

 

   Thursday 14
th

 December      7.00pm  PSNI Community Christmas Concert 

 

   Sunday 17
th

 December 10.00am  St. Patrick’s Christmas Family service 

 

   Sunday 17
th

 December 11.30am  St. Andrew’s Christmas Family Service 

 

   Sunday 17
th

 December 6.00pm  Festival of Lessons & Carols 

 

   Sunday 24
th

 December 10.00am  St. Patrick’s Morning Prayer 

 

   Sunday 24
th

 December 11.30am  St. Andrew’s Morning Prayer 

 

   Sunday 24
th

 December 11.00pm  St. Patrick’s Holy Communion 

 

   Christmas Day   10.00am  St. Patrick’s Christmas Celebration 

 

   Christmas Day    10.00am  St. Andrew’s Holy Communion 

 

   Sunday 31
st

 December 10.00am  St. Patrick’s Morning Prayer 

 

   Sunday 31
st

 December 11.30am         St. Andrew’s Morning Prayer 

 

 


