
May Newssheet 
Sunday 26th May 2024 

St. Patrick’s and St. Andrew’s  

 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



This	Sunday	26th		May:	Morning	Prayer	10am	St.	Patrick’s	&	11.30am	St.	
Andrew’s		
Next	Sunday	2nd	June:	Morning	Prayer	10am	St.	Patrick’s	&	11.30am	St.	
Andrew’s		
	
Sunday	morning	prayer!		
What	better	way	to	settle	ourselves	before	the	Sunday	morning	service	
than	to	take	10	minutes	in	stillness	and	prayer.	You	are	welcome	to	join	us	
in	the	Side	Chapel	from	around	9.40am	so	please	feel	free	to	slip	in	during	
that	time.	We	will	aim	to	be	in	our	seats	by	9.55pm.		-		Thanks.	
		

	Parish	Prayers	continue	each	Tuesday	in	St.	Andrew’s	Ballysally	at	7pm	
please	join	us,	everyone	welcome.	

		
	

Wednesday	Communion	continues	-	1pm	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Sunday	16th	June	at	5pm	
	

	
	
	
	



During	May	we	had	two	Baptisms:	
	
Oliver	Graham	
	
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
and	Beau	Neal	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Christian	Burials:	
“Blessed	are	the	dead	who	die	in	the	Lord”	
	
		9th	May		Jean	Nesbitt	late	of	86	Bushmills	Road	Coleraine	
23rd	May		Doreen	Millar	9	Rathain	Fold	Coleraine	
	
Sympathy	is	extended	to	all	who	have	lost	loved	ones	in	recent	times.	



May	Prayer	Points: 	
	

“Let	us	then	approach	the	throne	of	grace	with	confidence,	so	that	we	may	receive	
mercy	and	find	grace	to	help	us	in	our	time	of	need”	Hebrews	4	v	16	
	

As	you	come	to	pray	do	so	with	reverence	because	He	is	your	King	but	also	come	
with	bold	assurance	because	He	is	your	Friend	and	Counsellor.	
	

For	our	Parish	(St	Patrick’s	&	St	Andrew’s)	
• Pray	for	our	Select	Vestry	as	they	carry	responsibility	for	the	fabric,	furnishing	and	
finances	of	our	two	churches.	Give	thanks	for	their	faithfulness	in	serving	and	ask	
God	to	guard	and	guide	their	discussions	and	decision	making.		

• Do	continue	to	pray	for	those	who	are	going	through	hard	times,	those	recently	
bereaved,	those	who	are	ill	and	those	waiting	for	tests	and	treatment.	In	the	words	
of	the	hymn	“Are	we	weak	and	heavy-laden,	cumbered	with	a	load	of	care?	Jesus	is	
our	only	refuge:	Take	it	to	the	Lord	in	prayer”.	
For	our	Community	

• Pray	for	the	Chamber	of	Commerce	and	local	businesses	as	they	seek	to	attract	
people	into	the	town	centre	particularly	as	the	summer	approaches.	Pray	for	
sufficient	volunteers	to	enable	St	Patrick’s	to	be	open	for	visitors	and	for	the	
Summer	Recitals.	

• Pray	for	young	people	sitting	their	exams	over	the	next	number	of	weeks	for	
protection	from	anxiety	and	stress.	

• Pray	for	the	ongoing	construction	at	the	Northern	Regional	College	and	the	
Grammar	School	that	both	projects	will	be	ready	in	time	providing	excellent	
educational	facilities	in	the	town.	
For	our	World	
Ps	57	v	10-11	“Great	is	your	love,	reaching	to	the	heavens;	your	faithfulness	reaches	
to	the	skies.	Be	exalted,	O	God,	above	the	heavens;	let	your	glory	be	over	all	the	
earth”.	

• Give	thanks	that,	as	believers,	no	matter	what	is	going	on	in	our	world	we	have	the	
assurance	that	God	is	in	control	and	sovereign	over	all.	

• Continue	to	pray	for	relief	of	suffering	for	those	living	in	war	torn	parts	of	our	world.	
• Ask	God	to	raise	up	men	and	women	of	faith	to	positions	of	authority	in	government	
and	protection	for	those	who	live	in	fear	of	persecution	because	they	are	Christians.	
And	finally,	for	ourselves	
May	the	words	of	2	Corinthians	4	vs	16-18	be	an	encouragement	to	you	in	whatever	
situation	you	find	yourself	-	“Therefore	we	do	not	lose	heart.	Though	outwardly	we	
are	wasting	away,	yet	inwardly	we	are	being	renewed	day	by	day.	For	our	light	and	
momentary	troubles	are	achieving	for	us	an	eternal	glory	that	far	outweighs	them	
all.	So	we	fix	our	eyes	not	on	what	is	seen,	but	on	what	is	unseen.	For	what	is	seen	is	
temporary,	but	what	is	unseen	is	eternal”.											May	God	bless	you.	



	
													We	encourage	you	to	use	these	prayers	daily.	
												
The	mission	table	at	the	back	of	the	church	has	up	to	date	information	and		
prayer.	
	
	 	
	
	
Prayer	Corner	
	
As	you	know	we	have	a	Prayer	Corner	at	the	front	of	the	church	on	your	
right.	This	is	a	place	where	you	can	pray	on	your	own	or	you	can	leave	a	
request	for	a	loved	one	or	yourself.	There	is	paper	to	write	on	and	a	basket	
to	leave	your	request.	These	requests	are	regularly	lifted	to	the	Lord	as	we	
ask	Him	to	bless	and	heal	those	named.		Please	avail	yourself	of	this	
opportunity	to	pray	for	yourself	and	for	anyone	known	to	you	who	is	in	
need.	Even	if	you	don't	have	a	request,	please	pray	for	those	who	do.	The	
Lord	hears	when	we	call	on	His	name.		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Prayer Corner 



ST	PATRICK'S				HOSPITALITY	ROTA				
	
FIRST	SUNDAY	OF	EACH	MONTH	HOLY	COMMUNION	
NO	TEA	OR	COFFEE	AFTER	SERVICE	
SECOND	SUNDAY					
ORGANISED	BY					RENA	LINDSAY	AND	FRIENDS	
THIRD	SUNDAY								
ORGANISED	BY					JACKIE	BENNETT	AND	FRIENDS		
FOURTH	SUNDAY					
ORGANISED	BY					DAVID/GILLIAN	ANDERSON/ROBIN	HOLMES	
	
	
Churchwatch		
It	is	always	a	pleasure	to	see	people	visit	our	church,	and	those	volunteers	
who	are	part	of	our	churchwatch	rota	also	enjoy	the	experience.	It	has	
however	been	more	difficult	recently	to	have	enough	volunteers	to	allow	
the	church	to	be	open	Wednesday	and	Friday	afternoons.	We	propose	
therefore	to	open	the	church	for	visits,	reflection	and	prayer	on	Fridays	
from	May	2024.	There	must	always	be	2	volunteers	present,	and	the	times	
are	1-3pm.	If	you	are	willing	to	help	with	this,	at	present	approximately	
once	a	month,	please	speak	to	Barry	Mitchell,	or	contact	Laverne	in	the	
Parish	office.	Many	thanks	in	anticipation.	

	
On	June	21st	we	will	be	hosting	this	event	in	St.	Patrick’s	Coleraine	3pm	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Looks	like	the	ladies	had	a	fun	night	at	the	Lodge!	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
																													 	 	 	 Here’s	to	the	next	time!	
	
	



									There	have	been	a	few	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
						Around	the	church	recently	!	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

Lubbock	Christian	University	Choir	in	St.	Patrick's	on	Thurs.	9th	May.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The	Ulster	Historical	Society	visited	St.	Patrick's	on	Sat	11th			
	



Chaplains	keep	faith	in	football	

Chaplains	are	playing	a	vital	role	in	the	Premier	League	and	other	leagues	across	the	
UK.	
Currently	11	English	Premier	League	clubs	and	55	Football	League	clubs	have	
chaplains,	with	some	clubs	having	more	than	one.	There	are	also	chaplains	
throughout	the	National	League	and	in	lower	league	clubs.	The	growth	in	women’s	
football	has	led	to	more	chaplains	being	appointed	to	serve	women’s	teams.	
Matt	Baker	is	National	Director	for	England	overseeing	all	of	English	Sport	for	Sports	
Chaplaincy	UK.	He	combines	the	role	with	being	chaplain	at	London’s	Charlton	
Athletic,	a	position	he	has	held	since	March	2000.	
He	explains:	“The	role	of	the	chaplain	is	to	be	pastorally	proactive	and	spiritually	
reactive.	This	means	being	regularly	present,	listening	and	supporting	people	
whether	they	have	a	faith	or	not.	
“From	a	spiritual	perspective	an	example	of	this	was	when	a	player	asked	me	15	
years	ago	whether	I	would	pray	with	him	before	a	game.	On	the	first	occasion	there	
were	a	couple	of	players	and	we	prayed	together	before	every	game	for	the	rest	of	
that	season.	
“This	has	continued	ever	since	as	there	always	seem	to	be	Christian	players	in	the	
squad	and	so	pre-match	prayers	before	a	home	game	have	become	a	part	of	the	
regular	routine	for	those	wanting	it.	When	we	have	had	players	of	other	faiths	a	
room	has	also	been	made	available	for	prayers	for	them	as	well.”	
Matt	loves	his	role.	He	tells	me:	“I’m	a	people	person	so	I	love	being	around	staff	
and	players,	getting	to	know	them,	listening	and	helping	to	support	wherever	I	can.	
It’s	a	tremendous	privilege	to	be	a	chaplain	at	a	football	club	and	I	never	take	that	
lightly.”	
Many	churches	have	local	football	and	other	sporting	clubs	on	their	doorsteps	and	
may	want	to	see	if	a	chaplaincy	might	be	possible.	What	would	Matt’s	advice	be	to	
Christians	wanting	to	make	the	connection?	
He	tells	me,	“Get	in	touch	with	us	at	Sports	Chaplaincy	UK.	Depending	on	an	
individual’s	location	and	sport	we	can	advise	on	any	vacancies	we	are	aware	of,	
guide	them	through	any	openings	and	offer	the	relevant	sports	chaplaincy	training	
and	support.”	
	
Therefore	we	pray	for	Rev.	Malcolm	Ferry	in	his	role	as	Chaplain	at	Coleraine	FC!	
	



	
	
	
Ballysally	foodbank	donations	
The	volunteers	at	the	Ballysally	Building	Together	again	wished	to	thank	
the	parishioners	for	their	continued	support	for	the	foodbank.	Without	our	
support	they	would	be	struggling	to	have	sufficient	food	supplies.	They	
would	welcome	any	who	would	like	to	see	the	foodbank,	clothesbank,	
garden	or	café	on	the	Daneshill	Road.	
An	update	on	the	food	supply.	Especially	welcome	are	the	following:-	
Tinned	vegetables-	especially	sweetcorn.	
Tinned	fruit	(they	have	enough	peaches	at	present!).	
Pasta,	rice,	cereals.	
Tinned	tuna,	corned	beef,	ham	
Baked	beans,	soups	
Tea,	coffee,	cooking	oil.	
Your	continued	help	is	greatly	appreciated,	and	a	big	thanks	also	to	our	
band	of	deliverers	who	take	the	food	gifts	to	the	center	every	Monday.	
	
																																																	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



 
    

   
 
 
 
Q: 
Maybe I'm just old-fashioned, but from time to time our church's music 
director introduces new songs into the service, and I don't care for 
them. I like the old hymns, and wish he'd just stick with them. Should I 
complain to our pastor? 
 
A: 
I know this has been a controversial issue in many churches, and I don’t pretend to have 
all the answers, especially since I’m not particularly musical! But we have a singing faith, 
and God has given us the gift of music to praise Him. The Psalmist declared, “With 
singing lips my mouth will praise you” (Psalm 63:5). 
Instead of complaining to your pastor (or anyone else), I urge you to ask God to help you 
be grateful for all music that points us to God, new or old. No, you may not like some of it, 
but others do, and God can use it in their lives to encourage them and bring them closer 
to Christ. Remember: The old hymns you like were once new, and someone probably 
didn’t like them, either! 
Sometimes, I’m afraid, a hymn can become so familiar to us that we sing it without even 
thinking about the words. But this is wrong, because then our singing becomes empty 
and meaningless. Don’t let this happen to you, but meditate on the words of the songs 
you sing, and even turn them into a prayer. 
Your music director has probably been wise to introduce new songs slowly; completely 
changing everything all at once can be disruptive. Pray for him and encourage him, 
letting him know that you’re grateful for his gifts. Yes, let him know you appreciate the 
old hymns, but support him also as he seeks to reach a new generation through music. 

	
	
	

Parish	office:		St.	Andrew’s	Church,	Hazeldene	Drive,	Ballysally.	
Telephone	028	70344213	Email:	admin@stpats.co.uk	

Office	hours:	9am	–	1pm	Monday	to	Friday	
Office	Closed	Bank	Holiday	27th	May	

If	there	is	a	pastoral	emergency	please	contact	
Rev.	Malcolm	Ferry	028	70832538	

	
	


